
MDSCare 3.0 Instructions 

All features in MDSCare remain unchanged.  You can still complete all functions you commonly do as 
usual.  MDSCare has been updated to accommodate the MDS 3.0 as a separate function.  You will access 
the MDS 3.0 through the Assessment Options Menu. 

 

We have added a new feature with the MDS 3.0.  You may now have more than one assessment open at 
a time.  As a result, you have 2 different screens that may appear, depending on whether you already 
have an assessment open for the selected resident. 

No current open assessment:    

You must first enter the Assessment Reference Date for the assessment you are about to complete.  This 
allows the software to determine if you are completing the correct MDS version.  If you are attempting 
to complete an MDS 3.0 record with an ARD prior to 10/01/10, you will receive a warning message  and 
will be directed to go to the MDS 2.0 area to complete the appropriate MDS Version.   A similar error 
message will display if you try to complete an MDS 2.0 assessment with an ARD date of 10/01/10 or 
greater. 

 

 

The next screen will prompt you to indicate the type of assessment.  This will determine what 
assessment is loaded on subsequent screens. 



 

Once you appropriately code the Assessment Type, click Continue 

You will see a few new things as you view the MDS 3.0 data entry area: 

• Screen appearance has changed from the 2.0.  Now matches the 3.0 format. 

• You will see codes I, M, C and R on some of the MDS 3.0 items: 
o I=QI 
o M=QM 
o C=CAA 
o R=RUG 

• Items that are pulled from previous screens will be “view only” 

• Items that have been skipped as a result of a skip pattern will be greyed out 

• Items that are not active on that assessment type will be greyed out 

• You will notice that the screens have actual checkboxes instead of having to enter “X’s” 
o IMPORTANT NOTE: If you have not assessed that particular item and need to enter 

dashes into the field(s), and it is a checkbox, there will be a checkbox at the bottom of 
the selection list that says “– Not assessed”.  If you check that box, all items will be 
saved in the resident’s record as dashes “-“ 

Assessment(s) OPEN and not yet archived addressed on next page… 

 



 

 

 

Codes indicate 
this item impacts 
other areas 

Notice CAA’s and 
Corrections are 
accessed from TABS 

The assessments listed are OPEN and have 
not yet been archived.  To access an open 
assessment, select and click Continue 

The assessment is closed when archived, or you 
may close the assessment manually if resident is 
discharged or if assessment did not occur 



 

 

 

 

Notice condition needed to complete this item!  
Many MDS 3.0 items have conditions to complete.  
Be sure to read instruction for each item! 

Since the ARD was entered at the 
beginning of the assessment process it is 
protected… however you can change by 
clicking the Change ARD button 



 

 

 

 

Notice skip patterns!  MDS 3.0 
has MULTIPLE items with skip 
patterns! 

Click Select Prior Assessment only if the conditions are 
met.  This will only apply once you have 3.0 assessments 
archived for subsequent assessments.  Once the 
assessment is selected, the fields will be filled 
automatically. 



 

X0100 must be completed on ALL assessments!  If it is a new record, code a “1” and skip to Section Z.  

 If it is a correction, access this area from the MDS 3.0 Corrections menu item and complete the rest of 
the items in Section X.  You can NOT complete corrections in the normal data entry area.

 

Enter Location and Date of 
information 

Once Care planning is 
completed for Care Area, 
indicate a Y/N in this box 

 

Care Area is automatically 
triggered based on MDS 

 

To go to the CAA Module, 
click on the Care Area Box 

 



Validation Utility Tool… 

 

 

 

 

Note the name of the TEMP 
file for the Validation Tool and 
click OK 

 

The Validation Utility Tool (VUT) 
is initiated from the MDS 
Checklist Menu Item 

 

Note the Input and Output 
Directory locations.  Your 
location will vary based on 
the current location of your 
MDSCare Folder. Click GO! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Please be patient as the 
necessary specifications and 
databases load.  Once the 
process is complete, your 
button will change back to 
Go!  Click the RED X in the 
VUT window to close/end the 
validation. 

 

Once the VUT window is 
closed, the following window 
will appear.  Notice that the 
TEMP file name is now 
followed by _results, 
indicating that file contains 
the results of your validation.  
Double Click on the 
appropriate results file.  Your 
Internet Browser will now 
appear.  NOTE: You do not 
have to be connected to the 
internet to view this file. 

 



 

 

 

Your validation results will 
display indicating any 
warnings or fatal messages.  
The <item> indicates the MDS 
3.0 item that has the issue.  
The remainder of the 
message provides additional 
information.  You may print 
this screen by clicking the 
printer icon on your browser 
window.  Once you have 
made the necessary changes, 
re-run the VUT to ensure all 
errors are resolved. 

 


